
Matthew 4:1 

God Tests and Satan Tempts 

God Tests His People 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Satan Tempts God’s People 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application of Matthew 4:1 
1. Look up some references to God testing His people and consider the 

purpose of God’s testing (Gen 22:1-2; Ex 16:4; Deut 8:2, 20; James 

1:2-4, 12; 1 Pet 1:6-7; Rev 2:10) 

a. What trials/tests are you going through now? How can the verses 

above encourage and challenge you through these? 

b. Ask God to help you rejoice in trials, knowing that through such 

tests He is sanctifying you for His glory and your good. 

 

2. As it seems to be true in Jesus’ experience, why might the strongest 

periods of testing/temptation be felt a) at the start of a new 

ministry/responsibility, b) after a great moment of success, and c) 

when physically, mentally, and emotionally exhausted?  

a. How does being aware of this prepare you and alert you to such 

challenges in the future?  

 

3. How does knowing the different names (and the meaning behind 

those names) and descriptions of Satan in the NT help you understand 

his character, purpose, and activities? See e.g. Matt 4:1, 3, 10; 13:39; 

John 8:44; 2 Cor 4:4; 11:14; 1 Pet 5:8; 1 John 5:18-19; Rev 12:3, 7, 9, 

10 

 

4. Reflect on the limited and temporary authority the devil has including 

in the lives’ of Job, Paul, and Jesus, as well as in the future (Rev 12:7-

12; 20:1-10) and his submission to Christ (e.g. Eph 1:21; Col 2:14-15; 

Heb 2:14). 

a. Consider also the devil’s limited authority against you because you 

can “resist” him (James 4:7), stand firm against him (Eph 6:11), 

and he can’t separate us from God’s love (Rom 8:38-39).  

 

5. Memorize/meditate on 1 Cor 10:13, how does this verse emphasize 

the grace and faithfulness of God and how does it encourage you in 

your battle with temptation?   

 

6. What’s the difference between being tested and being tempted? 

What’s the purpose of each and who is behind each?  

Reading this week: Matthew 4:1-11
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